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Majesty  
Minister of Culture,  
President of the Senate,  
Mr Chancellor of the Institut de France,  
Ladies and Gentlemen Ambassadors,  
Dear High personalities,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
 
Madam Minister, I told you just now arriving, my great pleasure to be with you today in this historic quadrangle of the Royal 
Palace, home of so many major institutions and cultural policies of the French Republic:  
 
the Constitutional Council,  
the State Council,  
the Ministry of Culture,  
the Comédie française,  
all in close proximity to the Louvre Museum.  
 
It is in this wonderful setting that you have done me the great honor to me, on behalf of the Republic, the major donor medal and 
a great patron of the Ministry of Culture. You have thus kindly distinguish what I wanted to do for France at Chantilly and 
culture in our world.  
 
Note that this goes right to my heart, especially for the reason that it is very rare in the world that a state by its most eminent 
representatives, be careful to make a sign of friendship like the one you made me today.  
 
Let me add that I am very sensitive to the symbolic dimension that France has officially given this medal by burning the seal of 
the first French Republic and, depending on your tradition, a woman representing Liberty. It does indeed say enough how Culture 
is a factor of freedom, or how close is the Freedom of Culture.  
 
You kindly remind the impulses that I have given over the decades in many cultural projects around the world. For the reasons 
outlined under the dome there is little cultural projects have become a priority for me very quickly after the succession of my 
grandfather, there are over 50 years.  
 
It was at this time that I became the 49th Imam of the approximately twenty million Shiite Imami Ismaili Muslims, 
predominantly rural populations and poor, scattered in 35 countries, mainly in Central Asia and South-West Africa, and the 
Middle East.  
 
And I am the heir of a culture, I should say 'culture' in the plural, more than a millennium.  
 
I am mindful not only through my father, from my childhood, I was aware very early in French painting, including works by 
great masters such as Corot, Utrillo, Vlaminck, Boudin and Raoul Dufy. This awakening, blended with my readings Maurois, 
Mauriac, Gide and many other major sponsors, introduced me to the french, France and the french look that relate to the world. I 
liked what I saw as what I read, and here's why, among other things, I live in France now for almost forty years.  
 
I tried to put this wealth of experience on the benefit of Chantilly.  
 
In this short time we meet, I would like to say a few words about what I have undertaken in this beautiful city, and monumental 
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human endeavor, rich and complex as the history of France has bequeathed to humanity.  
 
Many here know that I drive this project with the State, the region of Picardie, the department of Oise, the town of Chantilly, the 
Institut de France and France Galop. I remember clearly the collaborations with academia and the private sector.  
 
I also welcome here, in addition to yourself, Madam Minister, Chancellor of the Institute and Mr Prefect of the Oise.  
 
I would like to say that I mainly implemented for the benefit of Chantilly, some important lessons acquired in distant countries 
that I mentioned before, which may surprise when you know how these are different cultures and the culture French.  
 
In fact, I have become convinced, on what I saw in other places, that the human and economic action in the proposed renovation 
or rehabilitation are very close, whatever place.  
 
Since I must be brief, I would say that in the midst of numerous considerations, the key point for me is a cultural project focused 
on a place of history or tradition has to take into account the immediate environment in which it 'registered. In other words, 
beyond the care taken in the revival of a particular monument or historic site, should be integrated in the redevelopment of all 
public spaces and private ones.  
 
Why I think this is so important that I shall not ever a cultural project without having this in mind? Simply because, when you 
renew or be restored to both the place of culture, in the traditional sense, and its periphery, there are always two consequences:  
 
economic renewal in the service of people around, especially smaller;  
ensuring the sustainability of the effort of renovation or restoration on the very long term.  
The concept is simple.  
 
The complexity lies, you know, in the need to manage over the long term, which must be or become a center for sustainable 
economic development and human dimension. It is absolutely necessary to work with all stakeholders.  
 
I had the great joy to see, beyond an enthusiasm for the project in Chantilly, which each had at heart to share with me his 
experience, and host my own. This fact that the project is making great strides.  
 
Thus, after the creation of the Fondation pour la sauvegarde et le développement du Domaine de Chantilly  
 
the racetrack, its buildings and access have been repaired or upgraded, which was exiting an activity that momentum;  
Park Le Nôtre was the subject of a renovation in depth, so only recently, after extensive water, the fountains of the park are 
starting to revive. We had a long discussion on the height should be given to this fountain. It has eliminated the competition with 
the Lake Geneva ... And then there was an attempt to understand what Le Nôtre wanted and that it was much harder and I have 
relied on specialists. If you visit Chantilly, know that the height of the fountain has been a matter of very, very large and deep 
discussion!  
about the Great Stables of the seventh Prince de Condé, they are the subject of considerable work that will be amplified over 
time;  
In this regard, I would like to emphasize that the Living Horse Museum, which naturally finds its place will be the only one in the 
world dedicated exclusively to the history of the horse at all latitudes;  
Also, the Musée Condé is the subject of our attention and we may here refer to the restoration, as you said, Madam Minister, the 
wonderful Great Singers formed in 1737 ...  
including the preparatory work on the castle itself.  
Beyond, in the spirit of what I said a moment ago, many economic projects were discussed, including the most advanced is the 
construction of the Hotel du Jeu de Paume at the entrance to Chantilly , which all eventually return to the Institut de France.  
 
I hope very much that these efforts in the long run will allow residents of Chantilly and the region to live better in this secular 
framework that is so familiar.  
 
For my part, beyond the affection for France as my family has expressed for generations, I wanted to personally get involved in 
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this project, thank your beautiful country welcomed me with such warmth .  
 
In fact, my personal and institutional links with France are of such quality that over the years, France is becoming the center of 
my activities, including policy development for the benefit of the poorest people on the planet .  
 
Madam Minister, you wanted to thank me and I feel honored and very proud. However, given what I just said, please accept that 
it is I who thank France through you 


